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GENTLEMEN, 


CCORDING to the laſt 
law of our Society, I am 
ordered to ſpeak a few words in 
praiſe thereof, and of Philoſophy in 
general; and I ſhall endeavour to 


acquit myſelf with honour, when 
I ſpeak concerning that fublime 
ſcience, 


— 
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ſcience, that ſo enlivens our ap- 
| | prehenſions of the Deity and all 
1 his operations. Inſtructed and 
| elevated by Philoſophy, we range 
| 


amidſt the flowery meads of know- 
ledge, we taſte the delicious fruits 
thereof, climb up the rugged rocks 
to the Parnaſſian bowers, and drink 
of the cryſtal rill of Pierus : 
ſupported by Philoſophy, we ſoar 
| amidſt the ſpangled arches of 
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heaven, and contemplate- all the 


——— 


glories of the firmament ; we leave 


i 
behind us the unexperienced vulgar, 


| groveling amidſt the rubbiſh and 


miſts of ignorance and ruſticity ; 
while by its aſſiſtance, 


We 


1 


6 We ſoar ſublime — all rival 
“ heights defy, 

* Mount to the heav'ns and range 
along the ſky: 


Juſtly may that paſſage in Cicero“, 
that celebrated orator, which he 
ſpoke of Poetry, be applied to 
Philoſophy; for it truly is very 
uſeful and delightful to all rational 
creatures, inſtructs the young, de- 
lights the old, adorns us in proſpe- 
rity, and affords a ſolace in the moſt 
adverſe turns of fortune; when once 
got, cannot be taken away by ſhip- 

wrecks, 


* Pro Archia. 
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wrecks, robbers, or any ſuch things; 


but a Philoſopher like Simonides 
and Ariſtippus, in all places, has 
his goods about him ; this enter- 


taining ſcience ever accompanies 
him, in the noiſy clatter of the 
town, or in his rural retreats from 
care and diſturbance. But ftill it 


is greatly to be lamented, that this 


entertaining and uſeful part of 
knowledge, 1s much neglected by 
mankind, eſpecially thoſe of young- 
er years; yet it is to be hoped, that 
there are ſome, who, in their juvenile 


age, being faithfully inſtructed, 


follow the paths of learning and 
virtue, of which number we hope 
Our 


approbation, Gentlemen, will en- 
courage and honour us; we hope 
you will give us as much thereof 
as is our due, though it ſhould be 


17 


our ſociety is part; and as your 


but ſmall. 


N. B. The above little ſpeech, is the 


\ 


genuine production of the ſame 
School-Boy, who wrote the Poetical 
Eſſays. It was compoſed to be 
ſpoken by a member of the Juvenile 
Society, in a Country Boarding 
School, at their Breaking-Up. 


Northampton June 12, 1765. 


